ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (EEC)

2 Nature Camps at the EEC

Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Sept.-May)
8 a.m.-2 p.m. (June-August)
(Closed Sundays and City of Chandler holidays).
Veterans Oasis Park is open daily, 6 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

CONTACTS & CLASS LOCATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

4050 E. Chandler Heights Rd.

(on the northeast corner of Chandler Heights and Lindsay roads)
480-782-2890 » EEC@chandleraz.gov

www.chandleraz.gov/eec

Daniella Rodriguez, 480-782-2894 | daniella.rodriguez@chandleraz.gov
Dexter Belling, 480-782-2895 | dexter.belling@chandleraz.gov

EEC Program Hotline: 480-782-2889

2011 Bird Habitat Recognition -
& Desert Rivers Audubon Society

2011 Certified Wildlife Habitat -
National Wildlife Federation ===

Many of the EEC’s programs take place outdoors. For these programs, please come prepared with comfortable clothes, closed-toe shoes,
sun protection, water and snacks. Inclement weather may cause an outdoor program to be altered or canceled.
If weather may be an issue, please call the EEC Program Hotline at 480-782-2889.

SUNSET SERIES

Now in its 8" season, the Sonoran Sunset Sen?s featﬁreséflzie;is
I'vcze lakeside entertainment suitable for the entire famrleyr.]e|0| >
rlna)’/ pbring blankets, chairs and food. Perfor‘m?)nfislg g
the lakeside amphitheater in Veterans _Oa3|sh |§ ir;Side se .
inclement weather, the performance will be he

THURSDAY | FEBRUARY 16 | 6-7 p.m.
THE REAL THING

THURSDAY | MJARCH 16 | 6-7 p.m.
THE KNOCKABOUTS

n scheduled performers please visit
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION

A\

EXPLORRTION

SCHOOL AND GROUP
FIELD TRIPS

The Environmental Education Explorations allow students to experience
the adventure of learning science, social studies, and other subjects
through inquiry-based activities, investigations, and technology on site
at the Environmental Education Center and Veterans Oasis Park. These
programs were developed to complement educators when teaching key
requirements to their students.

To request a reservation please contact Ariane Francis at

ncis@chandleraz.gov or by phone at 480-782-2886.

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION,
AND ARBOR DAY arTHe

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

SATURDAY, APRIL 22 = 9 a.m.-noon
4050 E. Chandler Heights Rd.

(northeast corner of Chandler Heights and Lindsay roads)

FREE Admission!

Experience hands-on activities, live animal presentations,
and discover ways to live a more eco-friendly lifestyle
from onsite vendors and exhibitors. This year’s event

will feature beverage vendors, merchants, prize
giveaways, and special outdoor activities!
More information at

www.chandleraz.gov/eec.

Stop by Veterans Oasis Park’s Demonstration Garden as we

celebrate its grand opening. The garden will provide environmental,
educational, and social benefits of gardening to the community.

6™ Annual

NATURE

PHOTO CONTEST

Nature photographers are invited to join our photo competition! This
year's categories are: 1.) THIS BEAUTIFUL CITY 2.) CREATURE
WORTH NOTICING 3.) PICTURE WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS.
The final date for submitting photos is Friday, March 15, 2017. All
photos must be taken in the City of Chandler or at Chandler programs.
Awards will include a People's Choice Award, Best of each category,
and the honorary Schuknecht Award for the Photo that tells the best
story. Please visit www.chandleraz.gov/eec to submit photos digitally.
Resident fee: $3 Non-resident fee: $5

2EE640 12/6-3/15 All ages

Break Time e

Spring 2017




ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (EEC)

NEW FEATURES INSIDE THE EEC

Did you know that wasps are expert paper makers,
capable of turning raw wood into an intricate,
football-shaped paper home that houses thousands?

Visit the EEC and check out our wasp nest on display while learning all kinds of
interesting facts about these amazing insects.

Free Family Recreation

SEE WATER DISAPPEAR BEFORE YOUR EYES

Through the use of magical illusions, comedy and audience
participation, Dr. "Goodheart", the magic vet, will teach children about
the importance of water conservation, the water cycle, and local water
sources. Each student will receive a fun activity booklet that challenges
the children's’ reading, vocabulary, and math abilities . This program
has been developed in accordance with state curriculum guidelines for
science education.

Instructor: Mr. Gary Lazok

Location: Environmental Education Center

FREE, but pre-registration is required.
3EEOQ15 Tu 3/14

10-10:30 a.m. 6 yrs+

**Registration for the following programs is NOT required, but large groups
of 10 or more must call in advance: 480-782-2890. All participants under
the age of 13 must be accompanied by an adult.**

MONTHLY FAMILY BIRDWALKS FREE
Desert Rivers Audubon leads free guided birdwatching tours through
Veterans Oasis Park the first Saturday of every month from November-
April. One-hour walks begin every 30 minutes starting at 8 a.m. Be
prepared for the outdoors! Sun protection, closed-toe footwear, and
drinking water are recommended. Meet at the Red-Tailed Hawk Pavilion.
Instructor: Desert Rivers Audubon Volunteers

Sa 3/4 All ages

FRIDAY FEEDING FRENZY! FREE

Have you ever wondered what the live animals at the EEC eat for dinner?
Have you ever seen a snake stalk its prey? Join the EEC staff on the
third Friday of each month for a live animal feeding. Meet the animals in
our nature center and learn about their diets. Stick around and watch the

animals being fed.
Instructor: EEC Volunteer

8 a.m.-noon

F 3/17 3:30-4 p.m. All ages
F 4/21 3:30-4 p.m. All ages
F 5/19 3:30-4 p.m. All ages

OUTDOOR PROGRAMS AT VETERANS OASIS PARK/EEC

REGISTRATION CODE:

HOMESCHOOL DAYS etoy

Resident fee: $6 * Non-resident fee: $9

THURSDAY | MAY 11

9:30-11:30 a.m. * 5-17 years

HYBROLOGY

Although there is plenty of water on earth, it is not always in the right place,
at the right time and of the right quality. Students will create and study their
own watershed to demonstrate how rainfall is channeled and collected.
Once the water is collected, students will assess potential pollution sources,
test the water, and discuss current water conservation habits.
Homeschool Days are designed for families to learn together while
exploring the environment of the Sonoran Desert and sustainability
through hands-on learning activities that support the academic standards
set by the Arizona State Board of Education.

For more information, contact Ariane Francis at 480-782-2886.

Take a self-guided journey along the Chandler
Solar System Walk, a series of monuments and signs representing
the sun, planets and other objects in our solar system,
placed at scale distances along the pathway that surrounds
the park’s lake. This is an easy, 1/2 mile walk.
Great for all ages! Stop inside the Center to pick up an information
packet. Visit www.chandlersolarsystemwalk.com.

Outdoor Programs

FULL MOON NATURE HIKES

Come and join us for this 60-minute moon-lit hike of Veterans Oasis
Park. Along the way we will look and listen for the creatures that come
out only after sunset as temperatures begin to drop. For added fun, bring
a UV flashlight and discover how scorpions can glow in the dark.
Instructor: Recreation Staff

Location: Veteran's Oasis Park By Curve-Billed Thrasher Ramada

Resident fee: $3 Non-resident fee: $5

3EE701 Sa 3/11 7-8 p.m. 8 yrs+
3EE702 Tu 4/11 7:30-8:30 p.m. 8 yrs+
3EE703 w 5/10 8-9 p.m. 8 yrs+

MOTHER AND SON CAMPOUT
See YOUTH CLASSES section for more details.

FAMILY CAMPOUT
All parents with kids ages 6-12 are invited to attend the Family Campout!
Held at Veterans Oasis Park, campers will enjoy a night of roasting
marshmallows, telling stories and enjoying the cool outside air. Morning
will bring a pancake breakfast, activities and relay games as families
team up to win fun prizes! All campers will need to provide their own

tent and sleeping bag, or borrow one from us (limited supply available.)
Staff will be on hand during the event to assist with set up and take down
of equipment. Breakfast and supplies for all activities will be provided.
Registration required for children only. Please ensure that a current
e-mail address is used upon registration to receive additional information
for this event. THIS EVENT IS FOR ALL PARENTS WITH KIDS AGES
6-12 yrs.

Location: Veterans Oasis Park
Resident fee: $17/child
3EE606 F-Sa 3/31-4/1

Non-resident fee: $23/child
6 p.m.(3/31)-8 a.m.(4/1) 6-12 yrs

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EXCURSIONS

DIFFICULTY
SCALE*

2
Sa 3/4 Saguaro Lake Hiking Excursion é\ Difficulty=2.5 :Su
W 3/15 Colossal Caving Excursion Difficulty=3 g
w 3/22 Whitewater Rafting Excursion Difficulty=3 E
Tu 4/4-5/2 Rock Climbing Course Hands-On Difficulty=1 5
OO I ) I o Ciimbing Courselfop ifcuty=3
Sa 4/8 Hike and Kayak Excursion é\ Difficulty=3 g
F-Sa 4/28-4/29  Grand Canyon Campout Excursion Difficulty=2 =
Sa 5/6 Cibecue Canyon Excursion é\ Difficulty=3.5 >
w 5/17 Slide Rock Excursion Difficulty=2
Sa 5/20 Salt River Excursion Difficulty=2
sa 5/27 Exploring Montezuma’s Well and Difficulty=2

Castle Excursion

*1-Beginner, 2-Moderate, 3-Advanced, 4-Expert
For questions on difficulty levels, contact Dexter Belling at 480-782-2895.

See TEEN & ADULT CLASSES section for program details.

é‘These programs are all about relationships with nature and each other.
Change your energy and task focus by getting out into nature. Designed and led by
the Center for Nature and Leadership, these healthy and revitalizing hikes are
designed to spark sensory awareness and reduce stress. Look for the logo!

Call 480-782-2895 for more information on any of these programs.

www.chandleraz.gov/registration




