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MEMORANDUM Planning and Development - CC Memo No. 08-193

DATE:

TO:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

W. MARK PENTZ, CITYMANAGERfr/J'~/YL/~~~
JEFF KURTZ, ACTING PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOr--

KEVIN MAYO, ACTING PLANNING MANAGER~

PDP08-0018 CHAPMAN BMW

Request: Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) approval of a freestanding
freeway monument sign as part of an automotive sales and service
development

Location: Southwest comer of 54th Street and Orchid Lane (1/4 mile north of
Ray Road)

Applicant: Brennan Ray
Burch & Cracchiolo, P.A.

Project Info: Approximately 6.5-acres

RECOMMENDATION
Upon finding the request to be consistent with the General Plan and the approved Planned Area
Development (PAD) zoning, Planning Commission and Staff recommend approval of the
Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND
The request is for Preliminary Development Plan (PDP) approval of a freestanding freeway
monument sign as part of the BMW automotive sales and service development at the southwest
comer of 54th Street and Orchid Lane. The subject site is bordered to the west by Interstate 10.
Orchid Lane abuts the property's north side, with the Mercedes Benz, Lexus, Audi and Earnhardt
Ford automobile dealerships located north of Orchid Lane. East of the subject site is the Chapman
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Chevrolet automobile dealership. South of the subject site is the existing Chandler Gateway West
retail development.

The subject site received conceptual PAD zoning for automotive sales in May 1986. Construction
of the Chapman Chevrolet automotive dealership began in 1998 on the eastern 10.5-acres of the 17
acre site, leaving the western 6.5-acres (subject site) for the future development of another
dealership. A Preliminary Development Plan for the BMW dealership was approved in March 2007
for the site plan and building elevations. Construction of the dealership is nearing completion. A
freestanding freeway monument sign was not included with the approval.

The request is for a 40-foot tall freestanding freeway monument sign to be located adjacent to the
dealership building along the 1-10 frontage. The sign maintains the high-tech quality image that the
previously approved dealership building and parking garage established. The sign is designed
utilizing a bearing structure consisting of 4 round steel poles with exposed structural elements and
hardware. White aluminum background panels are affixed to the bearing structure with stencil-cut
routed push-through internally-illuminated acrylic lettering and the BMW roundel. The proposed
sign design is consistent with the previously approved building mounted signage and freestanding
signage along Orchid Lane. Detailed exhibits are attached to this memo.

Staff supports the proposed signage finding it to represent a quality compatible addition to the
BMW automotive dealership. The sign's 40-foot tall height is shorter than the majority of freeway
monument signs along 1-10. For reference, an existing approximately 60-foot tall Chapman
Chevrolet sign is located on the subject site approximately 350-feet north of the proposed sign.
Additionally, a 75-foot tall digital reader board sign serving Mercedes, Lexus and Audi is located
north of the subject site. Staff is of the opinion that the proposed sign is appropriately sited and
sized so as to compliment the BMW dealership while not conflicting with existing area signage.

PUBLICINEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
• This request was noticed according to the provisions of the City of Chandler Zoning Code.

Staff has received a letter from a neighboring property owner in opposition to this request. The
property owner owns and manages the Chandler Pavilions commercial development south of the
subject site. The owner states the concern of allowing additional signage along 1-10 that makes the
existing signage harder to read. A copy of the letter is attached to this memo.

PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE REPORT
Motion to approve:
In Favor: 6 Opposed: 0 Absent: 1 (Kelley)

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Upon finding consistency with the General Plan and PAD zoning, Planning Commission and Staff
recommend approval of the Preliminary Development Plan, subject to the following conditions:
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1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with Exhibit A, Development Booklet,
entitled "CHAPMAN BMW" kept on file in the City of Chandler Planning Services Division, in
File No. PDP08-0018, except as modified by condition herein.

2. Sign packages, including free-standing signs as well as wall-mounted signs, shall be designed in
coordination with landscape plans, planting materials, storm water retention requirements, and
utility pedestals, so as not to create problems with sign visibility or prompt the removal of
required landscape materials.

3. All raceway signage shall be prohibited within the development.

4. All future signage shall be consistent with the signage contained within the attached exhibits
with regards to sign type and quality. Any deviations shall require separate Preliminary
Development Plan approval.

PROPOSED MOTION
Move to approve the Preliminary Development Plan in case PDP08-0018 CHAPMAN BMW
subject to the conditions recommended by Planning Commission and Staff.

Attachments
1. Vicinity Map
2. Site Plan
3. Sign exhibits
4. Previously approved sign exhibits
5. Letter of Opposition
6. Development Booklet
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IS '·lOl ~cifications:

Internal framing support using extruded
Aluminum as required
Background panel is .090" Bright White aluminum
with illuminated roundel and logo

Illumination:
High output White fluorescent lamps.

t:
t

'=1
~ I I~

ffi[:150:.
~ ,~, ?j ".

is "~~.I~
" "it if\) § ~ $

;~

(l)...
,...11')
,... ...

§! ~ ~ £
'C:M-O.;
o -l ..... '
'- u. • a.
~:ij~J
~ECiS
<0 '" •0:2 ::J:
NOo.

~~:;J~
o :~

NON STOCK ITEMS

PURCHASING/80M

'TY I fJESCRJPTION

ELECTRiCAL SPECIFiCATIONS
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Installation:
--Re<lulres concrete footing to meet local codes.

-------pgsQFT:--
1183/4" X 1897/16"

=156.2 SQ. FT.
PER SIDE

module size:
881/2" x 1183/4"

BMW Roundel:
5'·61/4" (66 1/4") dia
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Foundation as per
code requirements
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8" x 8" x 3/8"
steel tube

5" x 5" x 1/2"
steel gussets

1333/8"

24"

Top View
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Scale: 3/8"= 1'-0"

P9 EI~~~~i~n ._
Scale: 1/8" = 1'0" @ 11 x 17

1 3/4" Holes to accommodate
1 1/2" Mounting bolts on
1 1/2" Steel Base Plate



CNM4
60"HEIGHT INCLUOING 6S

(LENGTH VARIES WITH COPY)

CNM2
41 ltHEIGHTlNClUDING 65

(I..ENGTH VARIESWlTH COPY)

Agpfu;.aUQn: The Center Name Module provides primary identification for the BMW Center Name.

Specifications.; Manufactured using Bt,/lW specific formed logos, extrusions &castings. Letters are Stencil-Cut into white aluminum background, and have push-through
acrylic lettering with apolished stainless-steel face. Center name module is internally illuminated 'Jiith High-Output Fluorescent lamps.

Inst.aUaliQo; The Center Name rvlodu!eis always mounted to the Bearing Structure, which can be either freestanding or wall mount, depending upon field conditions
and local codes.

United
Sign
Systems

United Sign Systems 206 Tower Drive. Oldsmar FL 34677. 888-704-1516. Fax: a13-855-3351 -12 -
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pAVILION HOLDINGS
777 E.. Thomas Road +Suite 210 + Phoenix, AZ 85014 + Oflice (602) 230-0147 + Fax (602) 265-8022

September 3, 2008

VIA EMAIL TO Kevin.Mayo@chandleraz.gov
and VIA REGULAR MAIL

Kevin Mayo
Planning & Development Department
Current Planning
Mail Stop 105
PO Box 4008
Chandler, AZ 85244-4008

Re: Application for Freestanding Freeway Monument Sign Located West of the Southwest
Corner of 54th Street and Orchid Lane; PDP08-0018 Chapman BMW

Dear Kevin:

In response to your letter dated August 19, 2008 regarding the above-referenced matter, there
are already too many signs on 1-10 around Ray Road. When you drive through the area on
Interstate 10, reading the signs is like trying to listen to three radio stations at the same time.

What is critically important to the City of Chandler is to support its retail and not eat away from it
by diluting the existing signage. We at Chandler Pavilions have developed or built over 1.5
million square feet of retail space due in large part to the readability of our 1-10 signage.

Our tenants need readable signage. That's the deal we made with Chandler - please see our
Development Agreement.

We would ask that you not allow any additional sign structures in this area. Perhaps Chapman
could sign BMW on one of its existing sign structures. Please give serious consideration to
allowing any additional signs that dilute Chandler's existing sales tax generators - retail.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

vc
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