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MEMORANDUM Planning and Development - CC Memo No. 07-194 

DATE: AUGUST 16,2007 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

THRU: W. MARK PENTZ, CITY MANA 

FROM: JODIE M. NOVAK, MEP, SENIOR CITY PLANNER 

SUBJECT: UP07-0052 DOS GRINGOS GRILLE 

Requests: Approval of a time extension for a Use Permit to sell liquor for on- 
premise consumption only within a new restaurant (Series 12 
Restaurant License) 

Location: 1361 North Alma School Road, approximately one half-mile north 
of Ray Road on the east side of Alma School Road 

Applicant: Brian Roehrich (owner) 

Project Info: Approximately 0.34 gross acres, freestanding restaurant pad, 
approximately 6,400 square foot building 

RECOMMENDATION 
Upon finding the request to be consistent with the General Plan and Planned Area Development 
(PAD) zoning, Planning Commission and Staff recommend approval of the requested Use Permit 
for the sale of liquor as permitted by a Series 12 Restaurant liquor license with conditions. 

BACKGROUND 
The applicant's request is for Use Permit approval to sell liquor as permitted under a Series 12 
~estaurant liquor license within a new restasant and adjacent outdoor dining areas. A Series 12 
license, which is considered a "restaurant license," allows the on-site sale of beer, wine, and 
spirits for on-site consumption. Under a Series 12 license, the establishment derives at least forty 
(40) percent of its gross revenue from the sale of food. Other restaurants within the development 
that have Use Permits for liquor include Lin ChineseISaigon Pho restaurants (Series 12) and 
Iguana Mack's (Series 6). 

A Use Permit was granted for a one-year period in July 2006. The business is under construction 
and has not opened for business. The application requests re-approval of the Use Permit for a 
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Series 12 license for a one-year period. At the time of Use Permit approval, a Preliminary 
Development Plan was approved for this development. The proposal included the redesign of an 
existing restaurant pad and improvements including perimeter walls around the property that 
create an interior courtyardoutdoor patio area, new walkways, signage, and pedestrian gates. 
The site is currently under construction and the restaurant intends to be open for business in mid- 
September 2007. 

The subject site has been a restaurant since 1985, which included Ricardo's Mexican Food, 
Memphis BBQ Co., Mike Pulos Spaghetti Company, Wyatt's Place, and Wild Bill's BBQ & 
Internet Sports. The proposed Use Permit for a Series 12 liquor license for a restaurant includes 
service and consumption indoors and within outdoor courtyards/patios. A new perimeter fence 
wall around the property creates interior courtyards1patios. 

Dos Gringos Grille offers Mexican cuisine in a casual, laid back atmosphere with outdoor 
courtyardslpatios and indoor dining areas. The existing building is approximately 6,400 square 
feet in size. The perimeter wall screens outdoor areas from parking and driveway areas. The 
outdoor courtyardpatio area includes service areas and approximately 1,716 square feet of 
outdoor seating. The patio includes large flowerpots with seasonal flowers. 

The restaurant's hours are from 11:OO a.m. to 2:00 a.m. seven days a week. The kitchen serves 
food from open to close. The restaurant's interior includes an existing bar and kitchen, a private 
dining room, and two seating areas. The outdoor courtyardpatio includes a new kitchen, lounge 
area with couches, a bar, and two seating areas. The restaurant has two entrances located on the 
building's south and west sides. 

The west entrance leads into the outdoor courtyard area for customers wanting an outdoor bar 
atmosphere. The south entrance goes into the interior restaurant area. Both indoor and outdoor 
seating areas have food and liquor service. There is no dance floor, pool tables, entertainment, 
games, and the like. Ambient background music via speakers and televisions are provided 
indoors and outdoors. 

The original zoning conditions for the Use Permit and Preliminary Development Plan are 
attached to this memo. 

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION 
This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code. 
A neighborhood meeting was held on July 23, 2007. No one attended other than the 
applicant. 
Staff received one phone call prior to Planning Commission from a property ownerllandlord 
in the same development. The property ownerllandlord called on behalf of his tenant Sun 
Chinese Dining. The landlord said he has concerns that Dos Gringos will further impact 
parking for his tenant's customers. Staff conveyed that Dos Gringos' representations 
included providing signage to direct patrons to park on the east side of the building. In 
addition, Dos Gringos is constructing a defined pedestrian connection from the eastern 
parking area. Patrons for the Sun Chinese restaurant do not park in the eastern parking area. 
Dos Gringos agreed to guide customers to park on the east to ease parking concerns in the 
western parking area for Iguana Mack's and Sun Chinese Dining. The development meets 
parking requirements to accommodate all businesses with the western and eastern parking 
areas available to all businesses. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION VOTE REPORT 
Motion to Approve. In Favor: 6 Opposed: 0 Absent: 1 (Anderson) 

RECOMMENDATION 
Planning Commission and Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan and PAD 
zoning,recommend approval of m 7 - 0 0 5 2  60s GRINGOS GRILLE Use Permit for liquor, 
subject to the following conditions: 

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with previously approved zoning 
conditions and the Development Booklet, entitled "Dog Gringos Grille", kept on file in the 
City of Chandler Planning Services Division, in File No's. PDP06-0011 and UP06-0013, 
except as modified by condition herein. 

2. The Use Permit shall remain in effect for one (1) year from the effective date of City Council 
approval. Continuation of the Use Permit beyond the expiration date shall require re- 
application to and approval by the City of Chandler. 

PROPOSED MOTION 
Move to approve Use Permit UP07-0052 DOS GRINGOS GRILLE, subject to the conditions 
recommended by Planning Commission and Staff. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Vicinity Maps 
2. Previously approved zoning conditions UP06-0013 
3. Narrative 
4. Site Plan 
5. Floor Plan 
6. Building Elevations 
7. Property Owner's Association letter 
8. Menu 
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APPLICANT: 

NOTICE OF 
COUNCIL ACTION 

CITY OF CHANDLER, 
ARIZONA 

BRIAN ROEHRICH 
DOS GRINGOS ALMA INC. 
3102 N. SCOTTSDALE RD. 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85251 

CASE: PDP06-0011NP06-0013 DOS GRINGOS GRILLE 

MEETING DATE: THURSDAY, JULY 27,2006 

APPROVAL: REZONING: 

DENIAL: VARIANCE: 

 WITHDRAWAL:^ USEPERMIT: 
LIQUOR, SERIES 12 

CONTINUED: SUBDIVISION: 

PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN PRELIMINARY PLAT 

SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with Exhibit A, Development Booklet, 
entitled "Dos Gringos Grille", kept on file in the City of Chandler Planning Services 
Division, in File No. PDP06-0011 and UP06-0013, except as modified by condition herein. 

2. Landscaping shall be in compliance with current Commercial Design Standards. 

3. Expansion, modification, or relocation beyond the approved exhibits (Floor Plan and 
Narrative) shall void the Use Permit and require new Use Permit re-application and approval. 

4. Any substantial change in the floor plan to include such items as, but not limited to, 
additional bar serving area or the addition of entertainment related uses shall require 
reapplication and approval of the Use Permit. 



Dos Gringos Grille, Chandler 
1361 N. Alma School Road 
Chandler, Arizona 85225 

August 7,2007 

In 1996, I began the Dos Gringos Family of Restaurants. The first of my establishments, Dos 
Gringos, located in downtown Scottsdale, was opened on a dream and a dime. In the beginning, 
two additional employees and myself were the chef, the cook, the bar manager, the bartender, 
head of maintenance, the bookkeeper, and so on. Within a few weeks, I hired 6 additional 
employees; now, eleven years later, the company has grown to employ approximately 600 people. 

Within the past several months, I have opened the doors to two new types of Dos Gringos' with a 
third under construction in Chandler; the Dos Gringos Mexigrille. The New Dos Gringos 
Mexigrille's offer kids menus, provide high chairs, and enhance the current cantina menus to 
present a more responsive fair. Throughout the years, I have realized that the atmosphere creates 
the drive; high top tables and roaming security equal bar; hostesses, booths, four top tables, high 
chairs, lighting which equals family dining. Going forward The Dos Gringos Family of 
Restaurants will maintain this new vision. As found in my Italian restaurant, Bada BOOM! Pasta 
Room, the New Dos Gringos Mexigrille, we will feature the exposed kitchen which will entice 
patrons with the aromas of the cuisine. I feel that Dos Gringos Mexigrille will not only attract 
customers and their families for lunch and dinner, but also entice other patrons to think of our 
menu late night, as we will serve our full menu until 2 a.m. daily. 

With the construction of Dos Gringos Mexigrille in Chandler well underway, I am anticipating a 
final Certificate of Occupancy inspection in approximately 2-3 weeks from the date of this letter, 
allowing us to open our doors a few weeks after. With an expected opening date of mid 
September 2007, I want to assure you that the building will be in compliance with all previous 
approved zoning conditions in previous case numbers UP06-00 13 and PDP06-00 1 1. 

I understand that due to previous business at Iquana Macks, there are some concerns in adding an 
additional restaurantlbar to this area. To ensure the proper handling of any issues that may arise 
from day to day operations, I have remained in close contact with Lt. Steve Henry with the City 
of Chandler Police Department. In addition, Mike Lopercio of Iguana Macks and I will remain in 
constant communication so we may address any issues that may arise as they occur. In an effort 
to keep any issues out of our area, I will employ two sheriffs officers to patrol our area each 
Friday and Saturday the first eight weeks after opening. I believe this will send a message to any 
rowdy customers that we are not accepting of any unruly behavior. 

With that, all of our service employees will be certified in Title 1111 Liquor Training with the 
Arizona Department of Liquor License and Control, while Dos Gringos Grille will continue their 
alcohol education. This will be provided in conjunction with a meeting held by Lt. Steve Henry 
of the Chandler Police Department, who will provide necessary supplementary information on 
additional procedures. In addition, The Dos Gringos Family of Restaurants uses the services 



provided by Eye Spy Spotter Service, who not only report to me about any service issues, but 
over service as well. These matters are not something that myself, or management take lightly. 

As stated previously, I have recently opened two Dos Gringos Mexigrille's. Both of which have 
successfully maintained a restaurant clientele allowing us to maintain the required 40160 
percentages mandatory under the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control Series 12 
Restaurant License. Also with the new grille concept, a hostess will greet you at the door and seat 
your party. If needed, a high chair will be provided for any children in your party. Thus, creating 
a completely different atmosphere that the Dos Gringos Cantinas that I have opened in the past. 

I realize the success of the bars that I have owned and operated for the past several years may 
leave some skeptical, however, please keep one thing in mind; When a customer walks in to a 
Dos Gringos Cantina, door staff will check your identification, when a customer walks in to a 
Dos Gringos Mexigrille, a hostess will seat you! 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss 
this endeavor in further detail, please do not hesitate to contact me at the number below. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Roehnch 
602.3 15.5622 
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Current Planning 
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April 17,2006 

City of Chandler 
Planning and Zo~ing Department 
21 5 E Buffalo 
Chandler, AZ 85244 

RE: Dos Gringos Restaurant at Chandler Square 

Planning & Zoning: 

Please be advised that Mr. Brian Roehrich's Dos Gringos Restaurant as proposed to the 
Chandler Square Property Owners Association was approved by the Association December 
29,2005. 

We have been presented with the architectural renderings for the expanded patio areas and 
are pleased with the use and Mr. Roehrich willingness to invest the substantial sum of 
money to carry out his vision of an attractive restaurant for Chandler. We look forward to his 
opening and we are confident in his operating and management abilities. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me. 

Sincerely, 

steven R. Ball 
Property Manager 
Chandler Square Property Owner's Association 

1 3 4 3  N. A l m a  School  Rd. # ISS ,  C h a n d l e r ,  A Z  85224  
(O f f i c e )  480-821-0006 ( F a x )  450 -821 -0553  
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BAJA COQB SALAD - Grilled chicken, pico, avaccado, jack cheese, green 
chifts and sour cream on a bed uf rsmttlne lettuce, 

JALAPENO CAESAR SALAD - Romaine lettuce, jalapeno Caesar dressing, 
jack cheese, chips and pic0 in a crfspy taco shell. ADD CW~CKEM OR BEEF FUR $2.00 

TACO SALAD - Specify steak or chfclien. Flour tort~lfa shell, romaine lettuce, 
jctck cheese, salsa. gtiacatmole anct sotrr crearr-t. 
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