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MEMORANDUM Planning Division — PZ Memo No. 15-074

DATE: AUGUST 19, 2015

TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

THRU: JEFF KURTZ, PLANNING ADMIN ISTRATOR&
KEVIN MAYO, PLANNING MANAGER

FROM: SUSAN FIALA, CITY PLANNER"[{P\‘(
SUBJECT: ZUP15-0008 VERIZON WIRELESS — NWC ARIZONA AND WARNER

Request: Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless
communications facility

Location: 70 West Warner Road

Applicant: Garett Jonilonis, Pinnacle Consulting
Zoning: Regional Commercial District (C-3)
RECOMMENDATION

Planning Staff, upon finding the Use Permit request to be consistent with the General Plan,
recommends approval subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND

The request is for Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless communication facility
located at 70 West Warner Road, within the East Valley Town Center. The proposed monopalm
is 49 ft. tall, measured to the top of antennas. The nearest residential is the recently approved
Avilla multi-family development located over 400 ft. west, the AZ Compass Prep school is
approximately 300 ft. north, and Arborlane single-family residential subdivision is
approximately 1,200 ft. northwest.

The Zoning Code requires a Use Permit for wireless communication facilities in non-industrial
zoning districts that do not utilize existing poles or towers.

A monopalm is a cell tower disguised as a palm tree. The monopalm would be a Date Palm
design, having a minimum of 65 fronds, with the antennas painted to match the fronds. An 8 ft.
tall equipment enclosure, utilizing concrete masonry units painted to match the color of the
adjacent building, will be constructed. A solid metal gate allows access for routine maintenance
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of the equipment within the new enclosure. Existing landscape would be relocated or replaced
in-kind to accommodate the new wireless communication facility.

Within the immediate area, there are no other suitable alternatives for co-location of the wireless
communication facility on existing poles or towers. An inventory of existing wireless facilities,
vertical towers, and structures, located within an approximate one mile radius, was prepared by
the applicant to assess alternative locations. Each location was analyzed to determine feasibility
for collocation on utility poles, street and parking lot lights, monopoles, and other verticalities.
None of the locations met the frequency requirements and locational service needs. The
inventory is attached.

Photographic simulations illustrating existing views and proposed views of the wireless
communication facility were provided by the applicant. The simulations depict the equipment
enclosure and monopalm as viewed from several locations.

DISCUSSION

Planning Staff finds the proposed location to be appropriate for a wireless communication
facility in the form of a 49 ft. monopalm, measured to the top of antennas. The monopalm
design is suitable at this location given the presence of palm trees within the shopping center.
The separations from single-family and multi-family residential developments and the prep
school are positives as the distance is greater than the approximate 160 ft. separation of recently
approved wireless communication facilities.

Planning Staff is of the opinion that permitting the monopalm at this specific location is
consistent with the review factors examined as part of the Use Permit process.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION

e This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.

e A neighborhood meeting was held on July 2, 2015. One resident attended the meeting to
obtain general information.

e As of the writing of this memo, Planning Staff is not aware of opposition to this request.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Planning Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan recommends approval of the Use

Permit subject to the following conditions:

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with approved exhibits. Expansion or
modification of the use beyond approved exhibits shall void the Use Permit and require new

Use Permit application and approval.

2. Landscape shall be maintained at a level consistent with or better than at the time of planting.

3. All trees and shrubs removed shall be relocated or replaced with similar plant species.

PROPOSED MOTION
Motion to recommend approval of Use Permit case ZUP15-0008 VERIZON — NWC ARIZONA

AND WARNER, subject to the conditions as recommended by Planning Staff.




PZ Memo No. 15-074
Page 3 of 3
August 19, 2015

Attachments

1. Vicinity Maps

2. Site Plan and Elevations
3. Narrative and Inventory
4. Photographic simulations
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CONSULTING, INC

NARRATIVE REPORT; ZUP15-0008
City of Chandler Project Name: Verizon Wireless NWC - Arizona & Warner
Verizon Wireless Site Name: PHO East Valley
Site Address:
70 W Warner Rd

Chandler, AZ 85255
APN: 302-28-273

Submitted by:
Pinnacle Consulting, Inc
1426 N Marvin Street, Suite #101
Gilbert, AZ 85233



Purpose of Request

Verizon Wireless is requesting a Use Permit to install a Wireless Communication Facility (WCF). The proposed
facility will provide expanded wireless broadband internet and voice services, as required by Verizon Wireless’
Federal Communications Commission license. This facility is being proposed to offload capacity at overused or
heavily trafficked sites nearby. Every WCF has a maximum capacity for the amount of data it can transmit or
number of callers it can handle at a single moment in time. The addition of the proposed facility is due to the
growing demand in this area.

Description of Proposal
Verizon Wireless is proposing to develop a new stealth monopalm WCF, on the northwest corner of N. Arizona

Ave. & W. Warner Rd. This WCF has been designed to limit the visual impact to the surrounding area by being
disguised as a palm tree. This is the least intrusive design option possible, while accomplishing Verizon’s
objective- to provide high quality and reliable wireless services to their customers.

This proposed WCF is necessary to assist in off-loading nearby Verizon sites (PHO_Comstock,
PHO_Shawnee, and PHO_Valley-Mall) that are reaching their capacity limit due to increased call volume and
data usage in the area. This site will provide improved voice and data services to the surrounding residential
and commercial properties, and will offload the aforementioned Verizon sites. This site is critical to maintain the
quality of voice and data usage in the area.

This proposal consists of (i) a 20’ x 60’ enclosed lease area, containing (ii) a 48’ 11” stealth monopalm
(measured to top of antenna), and (jii) a 11’- 8" x 21’- 9.5” state approved prefabricated equipment shelter. The
top of antenna height proposed is 48’-11". The monopalm is designed to resemble the texture and color of a
real date palm tree and the antennas will be painted to match the color of the fronds. The ground equipment
will be screened by an 8" CMU wall, painted to match the existing adjacent commercial building. The
monopalm will blend in with the other palm trees prevalent in the area. Existing landscape will not be disturbed
by this proposal.

Relationship to Surrounding Properties and Neighborhood Impact

This proposed WCF will not be detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, properties adjacent to
the site, nearby residential, or to the public welfare in general. This proposal is in full compliance with the
conditions, requirements, and standards, set forth by the City of Chandler's Code of Ordinances. The proposed
WCEF is located on a parcel zoned C-3 and is located approximately 800’ from the closest residential zoned
property. From the site, the respective property lines are approximately 100’ to the north (angled parcel),
approximately 12’ to the west, 126’ to the south and 168’ to the east.

The surrounding commercial and residential properties along the intersection of W. Warner Rd. and N. Arizona
Ave. will be the primary beneficiaries of the improved wireless service. This site will also provide improved
services to local consumers, commuters, businesses, and first responders.

Hours of Operation

This proposed WCF will operate 24 hours per day, 7 days per week with no personnel onsite. The site will be
connected to and monitored by a central switching center. The site will not be open or accessible to the public
and will be periodically visited by a Verizon technician for routine maintenance. Typically on-site maintenance
is expected to occur approximately once per month. Tech parking available on site.




Noise, Light, Nuisances, and Other Environmental Considerations

This site will not use any water or generate any wastewater or solid waste. Tech lighting has full cut off fixtures
on a four hour timer and will only turn on during periodic servicing. The proposed facility will not generate any
noxious odors, sounds, or vibrations. Extra noises are limited to small cooling fans within the equipment

cabinets and a backup power generator, in case of emergency services.

Alternative Site Review

Research was completed to find all WCFs within a % mile radius and all vertical structures within a 1 mile
radius. Within the % mile search area no existing WCF’s exist. An 80’ monopole owned by Crown Castle
exists slightly outside of the %4 mile search area; however, the required height needed by Verizon to satisfy
their coverage objective is not available. Currently the Crown Castle monopole is occupied by AT&T, T-Mobile,

and Sprint.

Within the 1 mile search radius, there are several utility poles along W. Warner Rd. However, these utility poles
are not suitable for co-location due to their design. Other existing vertical structures are listed below, and
displayed on a map on the next page. As indicated in the following table, these sites are not viable for co-

location.
Distance Location Height Type Justification
. 33°20' 0.59"N , Crown Castle | Required height is not
1 | 2% miles seuihesst 111° 50' 22.08"W o8 Monopole available
. 33°20' 33.90"N , T-Mobile
2 | .63 miles northwest 111° 511 50"W 50 Monopalm Too far away
3 67 miles west 33°20'9.60"N 48 Crown Castle | Stealth site for a single
' 111° 51" 17.90"W Flagpole carrier/ too far away
. 33°19'568.50"N , Verizon Stealth site for a single
4 | Smites souingest 111°561'31.00"W %8 Flagpole carrier/ too far away
33°19'30.80"N , T-Mobile
5 .92 southwest 111° 51' 12.40"W 72.5 Monopalm Too far away
33°19'30.59"N , AT&T
6 .93 southwest 111°51'12.96" W 72.5 Moriopalm Too far away
7 .97 southeast 33°19'24.70"N 60’ Crown Castle | Too far away




111° 50' 5.34"W Monopole
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Location and Accessibility/ Circulation System
The proposed development will be accessible from the existing paved commercial center entrance off of W.
Warner Rd. As an unmanned facility, the proposal will not increase traffic. This facility will not have a dedicated

space for parking; however abundant parking is available within close proximity to the facility.

Development Schedule
The overall development of this site will take approximately 45 days, with the bulk of work being accomplished

in the first 4 weeks. The work will be accomplished during regular business hours and will require the use of
standard grading equipment. During this time, there may be multiple vehicles and laborers performing the
work. After completion of development, this facility will only require periodic maintenance. Typically
maintenance requires one vehicle and can be accomplished 24 hrs per day, 7 days per week.
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