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MEMORANDUM Planning and Development — PZ Memo No. 09-155
DATE: JANUARY 8, 2010
TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
THRU: PATRICK MCDERMOTT, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
JEFF KURTZ, ASSISTANT PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DIRECTO
KEVIN MAYQO, ACTING PLANNING MANAGER KH
FROM: BILL DERMODY, SENIOR CITY PLANNER g@

SUBJECT: ZUP09-1018 CHEVRON MONOPALM

Request: Use Permit approval to install a 65-foot monopalm wireless
communication facility

Location: 980 N. Cooper Road, the southwest corner of Ray and Cooper
Roads

Applicant:  REA Land Consulting (for Clear Wire)

Owmner: Sksyes LLC
Zoning: Planned Area Development (PAD)
RECOMMENDATION

Staff, finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND

The application requests a new 65° monopalm (top of antennas) wireless communications facility
to be located behind the Chevron convenience store at the southwest corner of Ray and Cooper
Roads. The Chevron station is part of a larger commercial center formerly anchored by Basha’s.
The other three corners of the intersection are retail and office uses. The nearest residential
property is approximately 370 feet from the proposed monopalm. A monopalm is a cell tower
disguised as a palm tree. The Zoning Code requires a Use Permit for wireless communication
facilities in non-industrial zoning districts that do not utilize existing poles or towers.
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The applicant represents a wireless internet company that uses different technology than cell
phone companies. Similar to cell companies, Clear Wire has panel antennas that allow
subscribers to communicate with the towers via modem, phone, or PDA. However, from that
point the transmissions are relayed from tower to tower via microwave dishes rather than going
directly into the ground wires at the tower. The microwave technology requires a direct line of
sight between towers, unobstructed by buildings or trees, thereby making it somewhat more
sensitive to tower placement and height.

Within the immediate area, there are no other suitable alternatives for co-location of the wireless
communication facilities on existing poles or towers. According to information provided by the
applicant as required by code, the only verticalities of a height similar to or greater than the
proposed monopalm are SRP poles along Cooper and Ray Roads, an existing mono-flagpole on
the Chevron site along Ray Road, and two other mono-flagpoles farther away from the subject
site. The applicant has analyzed these co-location possibilities and found them implausible
because of an inability to get permission from SRP for the power poles and a technical inability
to locate on flagpoles (microwave dishes cannot be enclosed in the pole).

DISCUSSION

Staff finds the proposed location to be appropriate for a wireless facility in the form of a
monopalm. Staff recommends a condition that the monopalm be accompanied by two live palm
trees adjacent to the monopalm (not currently reflected in the site plan). The location in a
commercial setting far from residential properties is a positive.

PUBLIC/NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION

» This request was noticed according to the provisions of the City of Chandler Zoning Code.

s A neighborhood meeting was held on January 7, 2010 at the Downtown Community Center.
No citizens attended.

» As of this writing, staff is not aware of any opposition to the request.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval of ZUP(9-1018
CHEVRON MONOPALM subject to the following conditions:

1. Expansion or modification of the use beyond approved exhibits shall void the Use Permit and
require new Use Permit application and approval.

2. There shall be two live Date Palm trees installed and maintained adjacent to the monopalm.
The trees shall be of 25° and 30’ in height at the time of planting and shall match the
monopalm’s appearance.

3. The landscaping shall be maintained at a level consistent with or better than at the time of
planting. The site shall be maintained in a clean and orderly manner.
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PROPOSED MOTION
Move to recommend approval of ZUP09-1018 CHEVRON MONOPAILM Use Permit for a
wireless communication facility, subject to the conditions recommended by Staff.

Attachments

Vicinity Maps

Site Plan and Elevation

Applicant Narrative

Photosimulation

Inventory of Verticalities within 1 Mile
Planned Clear Wire Coverage Map
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Project Submittal Narrative
For Use Permit Application

Cooper & Ray Monopalm
980 N. Cooper Road
Chandler, AZ 85225

Wireless Communication Facility

New Equipment on New Monopalm Pole
AZ-PHX0730E

Submitted To:

City Of Chandler
Current Planning Division
215 E. Buffalo Street
Chandler, AZ 85225

Submitted By:
Rulon Anderson
Clear Wire

15 October 2009



Project Information:

Cooper & Ray Monopalm
980 N. Cooper Road
Chandler, AZ 85225

APN: 302-84-925

Proposed Use:

This application is for installing an array consisting of 3 antennas and 3 microwave
dishes for wireless communication on a new 65’ monopalm pole. The related ground
equipment and monopalm base will be located inside a new 6 high 10°x15” block wall
compound.

Current zoning: PAD
Zoning to North: Pad
Zoning to East: SC
Zoning to South: PAD
Zoning to West: PAD

Narrative:

The proposed site is necessary to distribute wireless internet service to the homes and
businesses in the area.

The compound will be finished to match the existing building, and will not be readily
visible due to the trees and shrubs screening the area. There are other palms on the
premises as well as on neighboring properties which will help the monopalm blend into
the environment.

The site will require one technician on a once per month visit after construction for
maintenance. The proposed project will not utilize connection to any water system, refuse
collection, or sewer system.

This development will not affect any vehicular or pedestrian patterns The
communication site does not emit any odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or
glare. The RF emissions from this site are well within FCC guidelines for a wireless
communication site.

Respectfully submitted,

Rulon Anderson

Clear Wire
AZ-PHXG7130E
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Existing WCFs within 1 Mile
Site Approximate Location Type Not Using | Using Reasons
22 |Chandler-Cocper -SEC manapalm X Cannot co-locate on a monopalm
23|Chandler - Cooper {N} SRP pole X Cannot co-lacate an a utility pole—-too low RAD
24 |Cooper- Ray - SWC fiag pole X Cannot co-locate an a flagpole
25|Highland-Cooper SRP pole X Cannot co-locate on a utility pole--too low RAD
26 Warner-Cooper - SEC flag pole X Cannot co-lacate on a flagpole
32iMcQueen - Ray - NWC SRP poie X Cannot co-locate on a utility pole--teo low RAD
109 Ray- McQueen - NEC jﬂag pole X Cannot co-focate on a flagpole
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