JANUARY 2017

EEC Hours:
Mon. - Thur.
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Environmental Education Center

Closed Sundays & City
Holidays
Daily Park Hours:
6 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.

4050 East Chandler Heights Road, 480-782-2890
www.chandleraz.gov/eec

Program Schedule
at Veterans Oasis Park

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

EEC CLOSED

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

1

2

3
CLOSED
for
New Years Holiday

Happy New Year!

8

9

The World of Lavender
& Its Uses
1-2:15 p.m.

16

23

30

Ski & Snowboard Excursion
6:30 a.m.- 7:30 p.m.

25

Prickly Pear Playschool
9-10:45 a.m.
Evening Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.
.

Full Moon Nature Hike
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sonoran Sunset Series
FREE!
6-7 p.m.

13

14

Animal Exploration How Do Animals Adapt to
Winter?
2:45 - 3:30 p.m.

20

Geology Hike at South
Mountain - Excursion
8-11 a.m.
Blast Off into Space
10-11 a.m.

21

Animal Exploration How Do Animals Adapt to
Winter?
2:45 - 3:30 p.m.
Friday Feeding Frenzy!
FREE! 3:30-4 p.m.

26
Drawing for Beginners
6-7:30 p.m.
Rock Climbing
(5 Week Course at
Phoenix Rock Gym))
5-7 p.m.
Beginning Birding
6:45-7:45 p.m.

FREE!
Family Bird Walks
8 a.m. - noon
Sledding Trip on Mt.
Lemmon - Excursion
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

19
Drawing for Beginners
6-7:30 p.m.
Rock Climbing
(5 Week Course at
Phoenix Rock Gym))
5-7 p.m.
Beginning Birding
6:45-7:45 p.m.

7

Wonderful Waterfowl
6:45-7:45 p.m.

Beginning Birding
6:45-7:45 p.m.

18

Prickly Pear Playschool
9-10:45 a.m.
Homeschool Hike &
Campfire Fun
9:30 - 11 a.m.
Evening Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.

6

12

Peralta Trail - Excursion
8 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Prickly Pear Playschool
9-10:45 a.m.
Acrylic Painting
6-7:30 p.m.
Evening Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.

31
Morning Yoga
9-10 a.m.

5

11

Prickly Pear Playschool
9-10:45 a.m.
Acrylic Painting
6-7:30 p.m.
Evening Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.

24
Morning Yoga
9-10 a.m.

29

Winter Nature Camp
Week 2: (1/3-1/6)
Deep Sea Creatures

17

CLOSED
for
Martin Luther King, Jr. /
Civil Rights Day

22

4

10
Morning Yoga
9-10 a.m.

15

All programs require pre-registration
and fees, unless otherwise noted. All
programs are subject to change or
cancellation. Class descriptions are
listed in Break Time magazine.
Register in-person at City of Chandler
Recreation facilities or online at
www.chandleraz.gov/registration.
Call 480-782-2890 for more information.

27

Kartchner Caverns Excursion
8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Flowers - Junior Badge
8:30-10:30 a.m.

28

Animal Exploration How Do Animals Adapt to
Winter?
2:45 - 3:30 p.m.
Star Party - FREE!
7-9 p.m.

Exploring Copper County Excursion
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Food ForagingNative Plants
8-10 a.m.

MONTHLY FAMILY BIRD WALKS (ALL AGES)
Desert Rivers Audubon leads FREE guided birdwatching tours
through Veterans Oasis Park the first Saturday of every month from
November-April. One-hour walks begin every 30 minutes. Be prepared for the outdoors! Sun protection, closed-toe footwear, and ample drinking water are highly recommended.
FREE! FRIDAY FEEDING FRENZY! (ALL AGES)
Join the EEC staff on Friday, January 20 a live animal feeding. Meet
the animals in our nature center and learn about their diets. Stick
around and watch the animals being fed.

KARTCHNER CAVERNS EXCURSION (12 yrs+)
Experience a stunning limestone cave in Southeastern AZ that boasts
world-class features. This “live” cave, discovered in 1974, is host to a
wide variety of unique minerals and formations.

ROCK CLIMBING COURSE FOR INTERMEDIATE CLIMBERS
This 5-week course is designed to improve the skills of a climber who
already knows the basics. In addition to improving your strength and
technique, students will learn some new rope skills that can take your
climbing to the next level. Supply Fee: $50 (12 yrs+)

ROCK CLIMBING COURSE HANDS ON (12yrs+)
This 5 week course is designed to get your climbing knowledge &
skills up to speed. Experienced instructors will be there to catch you
when you fall. Activities will include belay, technique, bouldering,
route reading & rappelling skills.Supply fee: $50

MORNING YOGA FLOW (12 yrs+) *No Class 1/16, 2/20
This class is suitable for beginner and advanced practitioners alike.
Emphasis will be on the basic yoga postures, but more advanced
postures will be added as needed to challenge the students. This
class includes meditation, strength, flexibility and balance elements.
Bring a mat or beach towel. Instructor fee: $36

EVENING YOGA FLOW (12 yrs+)
This class is suitable for beginner and advanced practitioners alike.
Emphasis will be on the basic yoga postures, but more advanced
postures will be added as needed to challenge the students. This
class includes meditation, strength, flexibility and balance elements.
Bring a mat or beach towel. Instructor fee: $24

WONDERFUL WATERFOWL (16 yrs+)
Learn how to identify some of the more common waterfowl species
found at Veterans Oasis Park and how they live and adapt to our local environment. Join us Saturday morning for a free guided walk to
see these beautiful creatures in the natural habitat.

BEGINNING BIRDING (16 yrs+)
Join this 3 part, beginner level class and discover the where, when
and how of birding in central Arizona. Topics include bird identification, equipment, and birding hotspots. This workshop includes an offsite field trip.

THE WORLD OF LAVENDER AND ITS USES (16 yrs+)
In this class we will be going over the history & medicinal uses of over
125 varieties of lavender! Lavender can also be used in cooking,
sweet or savory dishes & in crafts. Students will be making & going
home with a lavender sachet that they can use for years, plus information on 30 ways of using this essential oil. Supply fee: $3

FOOD FORAGING-NATIVE PLANTS (6 yrs +)
Since people have been on Earth, there has been a relationship between humans and plants. Take a guided walk through Veterans Oasis Park and learn about the importance of native plants to culture,
food, medicine, tradition, arts and crafts, and music. The terrain is
easy and will teach you the study of ethnobotany.

DRAWING FOR BEGINNERS (16 yrs+)
All great art starts with a sound drawing. Learn the basics, improve
your skills, and watch yourself grow as an artist. See you in class!
Contact the EEC for a supply list (students bring their own supplies).

ACRYLIC PAINTING – BEGINNER (16 yrs+)
Enjoy beautiful views while learning to paint at Veterans Oasis Park!
Class will cover all the basic elements needed to handle & create a
painting with acrylic paint. Contact the EEC for a supply list. No experience necessary; all levels welcome!

PERALTA TRAIL EXCURSION (12yrs+)
Fremont saddle boasts beautiful views of Weaver’s Needle and the
Superstitions. Visitors will 5-6 miles of varied terrain, terrific views &
useful insight to the canyons’ complex volcanic origin. An alternate
return route will take us past Geronimo’s Cave & introduce participants to some off trail route finding skills.

SKI AND SNOWBOARD EXCURSION (12yrs+)
Whether it’s your first time, or you’re an expert, let’s shred some powder at Arizona Snowbowl. Transportation and rental equipment is provided. Winter clothing will be up to you. Our staff will help beginners
learn to fall with style.

EXPLORING COPPER COUNTY- EXCURSION (8yrs+)
This trip to the non-operational Old Dominion Mine will teach you
about how copper is mined & its many uses in our lives. Transportation is provided, but bring plenty of water & snacks and wear comfortable shoes & clothing to meet any conditions.

GEOLOGY HIKE AT SOUTH MOUNTAIN- EXCURSION (8 yrs+)
Join us for this instructor led hike and lecture about Arizona’s hidden
geological past. Bring plenty of water and snacks, wear comfortable
shoes and appropriate clothing to meet any weather conditions. Children must be accompanied by an adult and all participants must register. Transportation is Included.

SLEDDING TRIP ON MT. LEMON EXCURSION (8 yrs+)
Capture that classic winter childhood memory of playing in the snow
and sledding down the slopes. Transportation is included to Mt. Lemmon. Let us share some premium sledding spots. We have a few
sleds for you to use or you can bring your own.

FULL MOON NATURE HIKES (8 yrs+)
Come and join us for this 60 minute moon-lit hike of Veterans Oasis
Park and learn about the Environmental Education Center, the park
facilities, water conservation and native plants and animals. Along the
way we will look and listen for the creatures that come out only after
sunset as temperatures begin to drop.

HOMESCHOOL HIKE AND CAMPFIRE FUN (8 yrs+)
Veteran’s oasis park is home for many animals, birds, and plants.
Come on a short interpretive tour of our park. Afterward we’ll warm up
by the campfire and enjoy making some afternoon s’mores

FLOWERS- JUNIOR BADGE (7-12 yrs)
Discover the world of flowers! Learn how to identify and preserve
flowers while also discovering their purposes and uses for people and
animals. This class is open to everyone and a nature walk outdoors at
Veterans Oasis Park. Badge is not provided.

BLAST OFF INTO SPACE! (6-12yrs)
Join us for a class full of space-themed STEM activities. We’ll have a
soda straw rocket challenge; design marshmallow space crafts and
find out what astronaut ice cream actually tastes like.

ANIMAL EXPLORATION! HOW DO ANIMALS ADAPT TO WINTER? Supply fee: $25
Do you ever wonder how animals adapt to winter? Students will get
the opportunity to learn about animals and how they survive Winter.
This will be done through reading, visuals, and crafts.

PRICKLY PEAR PLAYSCHOOL (3-5 yrs) Supply fee: $6
Encourage your child’s natural curiosity in this drop-off class. We will
spend time focusing on language arts, social studies, handwriting
skills, and other STEM-based activities in preparation for core curriculum. We will cover different nature themes throughout the month so
come join us for the fun! Children enrolling in this class must be pottytrained (no diapers or pull-ups allowed.)

