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MEMORANDUM Planning Division — PZ Memo No. 15-035
DATE: MARCH 18, 2015

TO: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

THRU: JEFF KURTZ, PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR

KEVIN MAYO, PLANNING MANAGER@
FROM: SUSAN FIALA, CITY PLANNER*S F

SUBJECT: ZUP14-0037 VERIZON WIRELESS — SWC RIGGS AND GILBERT

Request: Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless
communication facility

Location: 2945 East Riggs Road in the Albertson’s shopping center

Applicant: Mike Gallagher, Wavelength Management

Zoning: Planned Area Development (PAD)
RECOMMENDATION

Planning Staff, upon finding the Use Permit request to be consistent with the General Plan,
recommends approval subject to conditions.

BACKGROUND

The request is for Use Permit approval to install a monopalm wireless communication facility
located at 2945 East Riggs Road, in the Albertson’s shopping center. The proposed monopalm is
60 ft. tall, measured to the top of antennas. The site is adjacent to an existing AT&T monopalm
and located next to a retention basin within the southeast section of the shopping center. The
nearest single family residential subdivisions are Cooper Commons, approximately 305 ft.
southwest, and Springfield Lakes, about 300 ft. southeast, across Gilbert Road. City of Chandler
water facilities are east and south.

The Zoning Code requires a Use Permit for wireless communication facilities in non-industrial
zoning districts that do not utilize existing poles or towers.

A monopalm is a cell tower disguised as a palm tree. The monopalm would be a Date Palm
design, having a minimum of 65 fronds, with the antennas painted to match the fronds. The
existing equipment enclosure would be extended northeast at the same 8 ft. height, utilizing
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concrete masonry units painted to match the color of the existing enclosure walls. A solid metal
gate allows access for routine maintenance of the equipment within the new enclosure.

Two live palm trees were planted at the time when the existing AT&T monopalm was installed.
Existing landscape and a light pole would be relocated to accommodate the new wireless
communication facility.

Within the immediate area, there are no other suitable alternatives for co-location of the wireless
communication facility on existing poles or towers. An inventory of existing wireless facilities,
vertical towers, and structures, located within an approximate one mile radius, was prepared by
the applicant to assess alternative locations. Each location was analyzed to determine feasibility
for collocation on utility poles, street and parking lot lights, monopoles, and other verticalities.
None of the locations met the frequency requirements and locational service needs. The
inventory is attached.

Photographic simulations illustrating existing views and proposed views of the wireless
communication facility were provided by the applicant. The simulations depict the equipment
enclosure and monopalm as viewed from several locations.

DISCUSSION

Planning Staff finds the proposed location to be appropriate for a wireless communication
facility in the form of a 60 ft. monopalm, measured to the top of antennas. The monopalm
design is appropriate at this location given the presence of adjacent palm trees and the existing
monopalm. The existing 60 ft. tall AT&T monopalm, located about 62 ft. southwest of the
proposed monopalm, was approved on January 14, 2010. The approximate 300 ft. separation
from the single family homes is a positive as the distance is greater than the approximate 160 ft.
separation of recently approved wireless communication facilities.

Planning Staff is of the opinion that permitting the monopalm at this specific location is
consistent with the review factors examined as part of the Use Permit process.

PUBLIC / NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATION
e This request was noticed in accordance with the requirements of the Chandler Zoning Code.
e A neighborhood meeting was held on February 10, 2015. No one other than the applicant

attended.
e As of the writing of this memo, Planning Staff is not aware of opposition to this request.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Planning Staff, upon finding consistency with the General Plan, recommends approval of Use
Permit, ZUP14-0037 VERIZON WIRELSS — SWC RIGGS AND GILBERT, subject to the

following conditions:

1. Development shall be in substantial conformance with approved exhibits. Expansion or
modification of the use beyond approved exhibits shall void the Use Permit and require new
Use Permit application and approval.

2. Landscape shall be maintained at a level consistent with or better than at the time of planting.
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PROPOSED MOTION
Motion to recommend approval of Use Permit case ZUP14-0037 VERIZON WIRELESS — SWC

RIGGS AND GILBERT, subject to the conditions as recommended by Planning Staff.

Attachments

1. Vicinity Maps

2. Site Plan and Elevations
3. Narrative and Inventory
4. Photographic simulations
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‘Wavelength Management

Site Narrative
City of Chandler Site Name:

Verizon Wireless SWC- Gilbert and Riggs
Verizon Wireless Site name: PHO Rabo De Nube
Site Address:

2945 E. Riggs Rd
Chandler, AZ 85249
APN: 303-56-958
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Submitted by:
Mike Gallagher of Wavelength Management
2200 E. Williams Field Rd.
Suite 200
Gilbert, AZ 85295




Purpose of Request
Verizon Wireless is requesting a Use Permit to install a wireless communication facility. The proposed
facility will provide wireless services, as required by Verizon Wireless' FCC license, to fill a significant
gap in capacity. This site is necessary due to:

e technological advancements

e growing number of customers

e increased usage of data

e increased voice calls

Description of Proposal
This is a resubmittal of the Narrative based on the initial comments received from Susan Fiala on 1-6-15.

The narrative was revised to change the name to Verizon Wireless — SWC of Riggs and Gilbert and to
reflect a 60° wireless communication facility. Verizon Wireless is proposing to develop a new stealth
monopalm wireless communications facility on the Southwest corner of Riggs Rd and Gilbert Rd. This
location has been carefully sited to limit the visual impact in this area while accomplishing Verizon's
need to provide high quality and reliable service to their customers including: commuters, businesses,
residents, and first responders.

The proposed facility is necessary to assist in off-loading existing Verizon Wireless sites that are
reaching their capacity. Due to the large call volume and data usage the surrounding sites are reaching
their limits. The existing sites are shown on the “Alternative Sites” map provided below. Additionally
this site will provide voice and data services to the surrounding properties. This site is critical to
maintain the quality of voice and data usage in the area.

The proposed facility is comprised of (i) a new 60 foot stealth mono palm, (ii) a new 10 foot X 10 foot
outdoor equipment cabinet, and (iii) a new diesel generator. The top of the antennas is 60” and the mono palm is
designed to resemble the texture and color of areal date palm tree and the antennas are painted to match
the color of the fronds. The facility is screened by an 8 foot block wall designed to match the existing
block wall used by the adjacent AT&T mono palm site. Landscaping is also designed to match the
existing landscaping found at the existing AT&T site. The proposed Verizon Wireless site is adjacent to
the existing AT&T site but will be a new separate lease agreement.

This is an unmanned facility that will be visited infrequently for maintenance. This site requires electric
and telephone utilities. These utilities will be installed underground to the site. This development does not
emit any odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or glare. The RF emissions from this site are well
within the FCC guidelines for a wireless communications facility.

Relationship to Surrounding Properties and Neighborhood Impact

This proposed facility will not be detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, to
adjacent properties, to the neighborhood, or to public welfare in general, and the use will be in full
conformity with the conditions, requirements and standards prescribed by City of Chandler’s Code. The
proposed wireless communication facility is sited on a parcel zoned PAD and the proposed monopalm is
296’ away from the closest parcel zoned residential to the southeast.

The primary areas that will improve are adjacent to the proposed facility, listed below. This site will
also provide service to local consumers, commuters, businesses and first responders.

Sun River Springfield Lakes

Circle G Riggs Homestead




Hours of Operation

The proposed site will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, but is an unmanned facility with no personnel
and no regular hours of operation. The site will be connected to and monitored by a central switching center

in Maricopa County.

Noise, light, nuisances, and other environmental considerations

The proposed wireless communications facility will not use any water or generate any wastewater or solid
waste. There will be a motion detecting exterior light over the shelter door. The proposed facility will
not generate any noxious odors, sounds glare or vibrations affecting existing uses or surrounding areas.
The site is unmanned with no loading or unloading of supplies or materials storage. The only noise
generated will be the operation of standard cooling unit fans.

Alternative Site Review

Research was completed to find all other structures within a 1 mile radius of the proposed site. Within the
search area are many utility poles that go East and West along Riggs Rd. None of these poles are viable due to
the fact that they are either too far away or they have conductors in the area needed to mount antennas.
The other existing structures within a square mile are listed below and provide no options for capacity
off-load to the existing Verizon sites. The existing sites are not viable because they are not in close
proximity to the area needed to provide the required wireless service as evidenced on the attached

"Alternative Sites" map.
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This request is the least intrusive means to off-load capacity from the existing Verizon Wireless sites and
provide reliable service to Verizon Customers in this area.

Location and Accessibility/ Circulation System

The proposed development will be accessible utilizing the existing paved shopping center entrance off of
Gilbert Rd. This development will not increase traffic due to it being an unmanned facility. This facility
will not have a dedicated space for parking, but plenty of parking is available within close proximity to the
facility.

Development Schedule (phasing)

The overall development of the site will take approximately 45 days with the bulk of the work
being accomplished in the first 4 weeks. The work will be accomplished during regular business hours
and will require the use of standard grading equipment. During this time there may be multiple vehicles and
laborers performing the work. After the completion of development the site will only require general
maintenance. Verizon anticipates the site will be visited on average a few times a month. General
maintenance usually requires one work vehicle and can be accomplished 24/7.

Thank you for your consideration.
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